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Italian Immigration in Livingston County:
a remarkable and inspiring story

Peapickers, Mt. Morris, NY. 1901. Detroit Publishing Co., Library of Congress.

A virtual flood of Italian immigrants began arriving in the United States beginning in the 1880s,
primarily from the island of Sicily and the southern provinces of Italy where decades of internal strife had left
widespread poverty and political upheaval. The awe-inspiring Statue of Liberty was the first sight of America
for the millions who came through Ellis Island immigration station after it opened in January of 1892. By
1920, more than four million Italians had entered the United States, representing more than ten percent of
the nation’s foreign-born population, breaking all records past and present for ethnic groups throughout
American history for such a brief period. Italian immigrants, like other groups, tended to cluster together and
often moved in chain migrations. New York City was the primary destination for the vast majority; however,
many ventured upstate to smaller cities and towns in western New York.
Industrialization and the hope of a bright future brought thousands of Italians directly to Livingston
County. Working-class male laborers were the first to settle in the area, finding work on the railroads, in
canning factories, the salt mines, on farms, and in other unskilled back-breaking jobs. While many immigrants
came looking for temporary work with the intention of returning to their homeland, the majority of the
Italians sent for their families and settled here permanently. In less than two generations, this group achieved
remarkable progress in all walks of life despite language barriers, prejudice and hostility.
Continued on page 6
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The Town Historian’s Page

Mark your calendars!
Government Appointed Historians of Western New York Fall Meeting - Saturday, Sept. 27th
2014 at Beaver Hollow Conference Center, Java Center (Wyoming County). Cost: $30. Deadline
Sept. 15th. For questions call the County Historian’s Office or go to www.GAHWNY.org.
Fall Town Historian’s Luncheon - Thursday, October 23, 2014, 11:30 AM at the Livingston Co.
Emergency Management Services Bldg. Gypsy Lane, Mt. Morris, NY. Catered lunch. Cost $10.
This is a meeting not to be missed! Come and see the premiere of the Local History Out Loud
DVD project. See below for details.
****************************************************************************************

LOCAL HISTORY OUT LOUD
Chapter One:
From the Iroquois Confederacy
to pre-Civil War era
**************
A new DVD on Livingston County’s early
history premieres October 23rd!
More than two dozen County employees, community
officials, and residents volunteered to record excerpts from
historical narratives related to Livingston County’s rich
cultural heritage for this grant project. The enthusiasm of
everyone involved for local history made this project so much fun to put together! Their voices have been
combined with historical images and music for a documentary-style DVD that will be available to local schools,
libraries, and any interested groups or organizations.
Thank you to all who participated in this project including: Bill Alden; Lisa Burns, VP of Tourism &
Marketing; Brenda Donohue, Conesus Town Supervisor; Phyllis Dreywood, Groveland Town Historian;
Heather Ferraro, County Planning Department; Joe Ferraro; Steve Gates, York Town Historian; Valerie
Griffing, Nunda Town Historian; Don Higgins, County Superintendent of Highways; Maureen Kingston, Avon
Town Historian; Eileen LaFave-Bickford, Caledonia Town Historian; Laura Lane, President and CEO of the
Chamber of Commerce; Mary Jo Marks, Sparta Town Historian; Gregory McCaffrey, District Attorney; Lynne
Mignemi, County Probation Department Director; Wendy Morris, Sheriff’s Dept. 911 Center Dispatcher; Chris
Norton, Executive Director Livingston Arts; Kathy Olson, Supervisor DMV; Olie Olson, teacher at Genesee
Valley BOCES; David W. Parish, Geneseo Town Historian; Michele Rees, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors;
Tom Roffe, Leicester Town Historian, and Rhea Walker, Ossian Town Historian.
Special thanks to Gary Holt at Holt Studios in Leicester for his expertise and Holly Watson, Deputy
County Historian, for her assistance in organizing the narratives, juggling time slots, and coaching the readers.
Funded in part by the NYS Council on the Arts Decentralization Regrant Program administered by the Genesee Valley Council on the Arts.

Everyone is invited to the premiere Thursday, October 23, 2014 at 1:00 PM at the Emergency
Management Services Building at Hampton’s Corners, Gypsy Lane, Mt. Morris. Hope to see you there!
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From the County Historian’s Desk



Finding closure and leaving a lasting legacy
“Before, During, and After” Vietnam

The genesis of Blue Devils in Vietnam started in 2007. I was taking
a course on Vietnam to learn as much as I could about the war that defined
my youth through graduation from Geneseo Central School in 1973. For
my final project I decided to do a study on the impact of the Vietnam War
on Livingston County. I knew it would be challenging for a variety of
reasons - most of all because after a cursory search, I found little to indicate
that any extensive research had been attempted locally on the subject. So I
decided to start from scratch and called one of only a handful of Vietnam
veterans I knew personally, my old mailman, Roger Johnson. He readily
agreed to do an interview and thanked me profusely. I blocked off an hour for the appointment and prepared
some general questions to ask about his tour of duty and how he was doing today.
Roger was ready to talk the moment we sat down. Over the course of the entire afternoon and several
cups of coffee, he described his life before, during, and after Vietnam. I was so mesmerized I barely took notes
and just sat and listened. For the first time in my life, a soldier explained, in terms that I could understand, what
it was like to be plucked out of small-town Geneseo and plopped into a place on the other side of the world
surrounded by jungles and rice paddies and live in fear for an entire year. I learned a lot that afternoon about
Roger’s war experience in Vietnam and how the war continued when he came home. He thanked me for taking
the time to listen and said he was so pleased about my project, offering anything he could do to help. As I
prepared to leave he said (and I paraphrase), “You need to write a book so all our stories can be told. We need
to find out who these guys are that served in Vietnam from our school and get their stories down before it’s too
late.” I shook the hand of the man I now knew much better and said, “There is no way I can write this story, you
and the other GCS vets have to do it. But I will help in any way I can.”
Years passed and many projects (including documenting Vietnam veterans at the county level) occupied
my time. In the fall of 2011, I called Roger and said “It’s time to get this book project going,” and set aside one
year. He immediately organized “the troops” consisting of several local Vietnam veterans. The core group
whittled down to Jim DeCamp, Tony Gurak, Roger and me. They wrote their own stories and then tracked
down first-hand accounts from more than 30 Vietnam veterans as well as new information to fill in the gaps in
Charlie Wilkie, Butch Rosebrugh, and Bobby Henderson’s lives (the men to whom this book is dedicated) while
I facilitated the meetings, worked on editing and layout. In short, it
took more than two years with all of us doing whatever needed to be
done to accomplish our goal of bringing the bits and pieces of these
stories together to share with our community and beyond. It’s been
a long ride. Along the way we gathered far more information than
could be included in this book but all will remain in the expanding
Vietnam War section of the County Historian’s archives.
Through Jim, Tony, and Roger’s unwavering trust and
support and the help of my staff, this unique book came together. It
was a fantastic learning experience, one I am honored and humbled
to have been a part of. My advice to historians interested in doing a
similar project is to invite some veterans to sit down for a cup of L to R: Roger Johnson, Tony Gurak, Jim DeCamp and
myself pictured in front of the former Geneseo Central
coffee and take time to just listen. Then be prepared for long hours School (now Doty Hall, SUNY Geneseo) July 2014.
and hard work. It’s worth the effort . See back page for purchase info. Photo by Michael Johnson, Livingston County News.
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Looking for genealogical or local history information?


Photograph taken by Jason Hewitt, Portage, c. 1910. Livingston County Historian’s collection.

The County Historian’s Office maintains a large repository of primary and secondary
source historical documents pertaining to Livingston County including: newspapers, journals,
maps, surveys, photographs, microfilm, correspondence, rare books, archival and manuscript
collections. New donations are frequently acquired so we are continually arranging, describing,
cataloging and indexing. Although preservation is vitally important, providing access to this
collection and fielding numerous requests on a daily basis for family history and information
pertaining to local history topics is how we spend most of our time and energy.
Gone are the days when there was a line of genealogists, many of whom traveled hundreds
of miles, waiting impatiently at the front door to get inside the research center every day. Now
the expectation of immediate online access to records is the norm and we want to try to be
ahead of the curve. Not easy given the nature of dealing with historic records but thankfully the
new county web site has helped this office streamline the process and that translates into serving
the public more efficiently. It’s definitely a win-win scenario.
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Utilizing the County Historian’s new web page saves time, energy, & money.
1. Start at Livingston County, NY Official web page: www.co.livingston.ny.us
Click “Departments” then “County Historian” then “Search Records,” then “County Historian
Record Index.” Here you can search by several fields, including first and last name, town, and war.
Keep in mind that spellings of names frequently vary so if not successful try alternative spellings or
just type the first few letters of the last name.

2. Didn’t find what you were looking for?
Close the search window and go back to the Search Records page and click on “Requesting Research”
on the left side of the page. Here you will find more detailed information on how this office can assist
you. To submit a written request click on “Research Request Form” and fill in the blanks. This form
can be used for questions pertaining to local history subjects as well. It is very important to be as
specific as possible. Upon receipt of the electronic form, we check all our indexes and other relevant
resources and get back to you within a few days. The best part is that there is NO CHARGE for
research, only a nominal charge for copies and mailing.

3. Still have questions?
Call or send an email and one of the staff will get back to you as soon as possible. Keep in mind, we
love hearing from you, understand the frustration of searching for answers to mysteries of the past and
want to help, but cannot do extensive research over the phone while you wait. Some answers may not
be readily accessible or too broad in scope for our limited staff to handle. However, we are dedicated to
responding as quickly and accurately as possible.

4. What to do while you wait?
Click “Resources” on the left menu and explore the numerous links we have provided! We guarantee
you will find tons of interesting and informative sites. Included are several full-text local histories and
indexes that may answer your specific questions in addition to expanding your knowledge of people,
places, and events related Livingston County, the Genesee Valley, New York State and so much more
**Also don’t forget to click on “Out of the Archives” newsletter and catch up on all the past editions.

5. One more request!
As I mentioned above, we love hearing from the public and want to be as responsive as possible.
Please provide feedback via phone, email, or letter and let us know how we are doing.
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Italian Immigration in Livingston County (continued from page 1)

Italians settled primarily in the towns of Avon, Geneseo, Leicester, and York with the overwhelming
majority of the population in Mt. Morris. The late 19th and early 20th century newspapers provide glimpses into
the many challenges these people faced trying to acclimate to life in the Genesee Valley. Weekly articles regularly
described Italians using derogatory terms and long-time residents vented frustration over the growing immigrant
population’s impact on communities. Italians were generally perceived as a massive group rather than individuals
and often news articles reference “an Italian” or “the Italians” rather than identifying people by name.
An example illustrating the overall lack of sensitivity for this ethnic group is found in the Mt. Morris
Picket Line Post, February 6, 1903 with the front page headline, “FELL 300 FEET: Charles A. Owen and Italian
Instantly Killed.” The fatal accident occurred at the Retsof salt mine where the two men fell hundreds of feet to
their death when the bucket in which they were riding down the shaft broke loose from the steel cable. The
Italian was Martin Gartireno as stated in the first paragraph, but given the norm of the day his name was deemed
irrelevant for the headline. Political correctness was non-existent in this era as seen two columns over in the same
edition. The bold headline states “MORE ITALIANS COMING: Thrifty Peapickers Paying the Passage of Their
Relatives.” The article describes how the Italian Colony in Mt. Morris will soon increase dramatically as people
use money they earned as laborers to bring more family members from Sicily to Mt. Morris at the cost of about
$30 (about $1000 in today’s dollars). The reporter refers to the people as “scores of the dark-skinned Mediterranean folk,” describing the strangeness of their clothes and baggage upon their arrival in town. The article also
informs that reader that nearly every village street “now has its Italian householders and the older houses are fast
going in their hands.”
The rapidly expanding Italian population and changing face of neighborhoods was a growing concern for
all the small villages and rural towns in Livingston County. Italians had many strikes against them in their
pursuit to find a niche and prosperity in America. Acceptance of these new immigrants with their distinctive
cultural differences was tough, if not impossible, for the average American citizen. The new-comers spoke a
foreign language, most were illiterate, their names were difficult to pronounce, and they brought old-world
customs to this country at the dawn of the modern age. A short quip in the Avon News, March 17, 1909, is
indicative of the continual jabs that re-enforced stereotypes, “Hardly a day passes now without the advent of a
brand new Italian citizen. No race-suicide here.”
The weekly papers regularly listed the number of Italians recently naturalized, the sales of homes they
purchased, habitually gossiped about the goings-on in the neighborhoods of Rochester Street in Avon, “Little
Italy” near the Retsof mine, “Beanville” adjacent to the canning factory in Geneseo, and all around Mt. Morris.
The papers also editorialized on the immigrants’ perceived lack of moral behavior and advocated strict enforcement of disarming “foreigners” as one of the highest priorities of the Sheriff’s department. While lots of coverage
was devoted to stories of non-Italians breaking the law, when it came to Italians, editors (consciously or
sub-consciously) seemed to fuel excessive fear and hostility with sensational headlines and blow-by-blow descriptions of stabbings, murder, and kidnappings. Undeniably, many Italians were involved in serious criminal
activity. Yet the majority were hard-working, law-abiding citizens who pulled together by custom and necessity in
the daily struggle to provide for their children and their extended families. Unfortunately, the habit of the local
and national press in portraying Italians in an offensive manner and as criminals continued for decades.
The progressive movement across the U.S. in the early 1900s also impacted the Italian immigrants. Fraternal and religious mutual aid organizations such as the Genesee Valley Italian Political Club, a local Cristoforo
Columbo Society, and various others formed to provide educational, political, and social benefits. The desire to
find solace and worship apart from the predominant Irish Catholics with whom the Italians initially had little in
common, dictated the need for separate churches. In response, St. Lucy’s Catholic Church in Retsof, town of
York was built in 1911 and The Assumption Church in Mt. Morris opened in 1914. Here priests conducted
Mass in Italian and congregations openly celebrated traditional religious holidays including the Feast of St.
Joseph, the patron saint of Sicily, and the Feast of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary into Heaven.
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Overwhelmingly the Italian culture was one of
hospitality. The music of accordions and mandolins
was always present drawing people together. Food
rituals and sharing of bountiful food and wine with
friends, neighbors, and kin celebrated victory over
need. The home garden was often transformed into a
neighborhood social center and for good reason.
Fresh, healthy food and close family ties were critical
to the survival of the working class before and
especially during the Great Depression years.
Most Italians realized that education was key
to integration into American society, yet the school
system also stigmatized the lifestyle of immigrants,
making their efforts all the more challenging. In the
1920s as rural schools were centralizing, New York
State conducted major studies of facilities, programs,
Pamphlet from Livingston County Historian’s archival collection.
and performance across the state. Major concern was
expressed with regard to the “recent immigrants” and frustration over how to Americanize them.
The onset of World War I naturally stirred up emotion at the local level and renewed mistrust for all
ethnic groups including the Italians. Although some recent immigrants quickly returned to Italy to serve in the
military, locally many Italians responded by enlisting to fight for their newly adopted country. American nationalism peaked in the wake of the first global war as millions of immigrants overwhelmed U. S. cities and a nativist
(anti-immigration) movement spread across the country bringing about restrictive immigration laws. When
Congress passed the National Origins Act in 1924, Italian immigration virtually ground to a halt. The new law
traced the historic origins of the American population prior to 1890 when the onset of the “great migration” of
Southern Europeans began. The new quota calculations favored those of British and Western Europe whose
families were long-time residents in the United States. As a result, the percentage of visas available to Southern
and Eastern Europeans was minuscule. In essence, the U.S. blatantly discriminated against Italians (and Japanese
as well in this law) as a way to preserve the ideal of American homogeneity.
But despite all odds, in just one generation Italians made remarkable gains, swiftly moving from
unskilled laborers to homeowners (many mortgage-free according to the 1920 census). They went from apprentices to business owners and to hold civic and political offices in towns all around Livingston County. Second
generation Italian-Americans attended Geneseo Normal School (now SUNY Geneseo) in droves and others went
on to larger and more prestigious colleges and became
teachers, doctors, nurses, and lawyers. But it was during
WW II that men and women of Italian descent in this
county distinguished themselves beyond measure.
The Italian-American identity is a combination of
deeply-rooted pride in Italian heritage and dedicated
public involvement in American civic life. Their contributions and unique cultural influences continue to define
this area to the present day. 
Left: The Griffo family, Genesee Street, Mt. Morris, c. 1919. Guiseppe Griffo
immigrated directly to Mt. Morris from Sicily in 1902 and worked as a
mason. His wife Michela came in 1903 with two daughters (already married
when this photo was taken) and the two older sons. The three boys in the center were born in Mt. Morris. Ed. note: Guiseppe and Michela are my greatgrandparents and the young man on the far right with the bow tie is my grandfather.
My grandmother’s family (also Sicilian) lived two doors away. A.A. 
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LIVINGSTON COUNTY HISTORIAN’S OFFICE: 2013 ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARY
This year marks the completion of a full decade for me as Livingston County Historian. I would like to take the opportunity once
again to thank my dedicated staff Deputy Historian Holly Watson and Clerk Mary Beth Bimber. Their support, along with
committed volunteers, Doreen DeCamp, Chris Thompson, and Alberta Dunn, have been crucial to the successful transition of what
was a quiet department located in a back office space of the county museum ten years ago, into what is today a center for public
history in Livingston County. My gratitude as well goes to the Board of Supervisors, County Administrator, and County
Departments for their on-going interest and commitment to the promotion, preservation, and accurate interpretation of Livingston
County’s history.
I. Office Management, Collection Development
1. Preservation and expansion of historical records collection:
a. Public Research Room: In 2013 approximately 155 people utilized the research room and more than 675 requests
for information were received via email. The subject binders were routinely updated with references to current
events from weekly newspapers and with documentary materials deemed to have permanent value for local history
research.
b. Expansion of the County Historian’s Web page and Online resources:
 In anticipation of the County’s new web presence, numerous improvements were made to this department’s web page including: expanded listings of resources; relevant links to useful sites for research
and historical information; forms for research requests; applications for volunteers and interns; updated
list of Town Historians; and all back issues of Out of the Archives newsletters.
 More than 16,200 entries were added to the County Historian’s Online Records Index in 2013. New
searchable series records include: church records and business, organization, and government ledgers.
The online records index now has in excess of 247,200 entries including: veterans and current Soldiers
in Service, deaths and marked graves, naturalization records, poorhouse records, indexed newspapers,
New York State census for Livingston County -1855, 1892 (Sparta only), 1915 and 1925 (both
complete). Record entries are added to the online records index weekly.
c. Archives and Manuscript Inventory updates:
 The 1st and 2nd floor storage rooms were cleaned and reorganized for better accessibility.
 The inventory catalog was updated to include newly accessioned collections, publications, and other
archival documents.
 Archival files most often used were relocated to the 1st floor storage room and sorted by town and
subject as needed.
 Newly acquired documents, manuscripts, etc. were appraised to determine long-term protection needs
and then housed in archival quality storage containers and enclosures.
d. Other inventory, indexing, and cataloging projects in progress (not yet online):
 Glass negative collection: 670 glass negatives have been described, arranged and cataloged.
 Cemetery records – 9,924 digital images of marked graves throughout Livingston County were indexed
making a total of 39,144 images to date. These images were created by Lima Town Historian Doug
Morgan, and made available to the County Historian’s Office. The project is approximately 70% done.
 Marriage License Affidavits, Licenses, and Certificates, 1908-1935 – most of the indexing was
completed. List includes approximately 7200 names of brides and grooms.
e. Volunteer projects:
 Photograph collections: Volunteer Doreen DeCamp individually described and cataloged 3210 photographs in 2013. Since this project began a total 6710 photographs have been described, cataloged, and
arranged by town and subject.
 Business records - The Cascade House guest register (town of Portage) – This is a volunteer project
carried over from 2012. Alberta Dunn indexed 1008 names in 2013 from Vol. 1 (of several volumes)
kept by owners of the hotel formerly located near Letchworth, destroyed by fire in 1969. A total of
2888 names, spanning the years 1886–1893, have been indexed to date.
 Church records – Volunteer Christine Thompson transcribed the following records: M. E. Church Epworth League Book, Mt. Morris (year span 1892-1898); and The First Baptist Society of Mt. Morris,
record book (1827-1848).
II. Community Outreach and Advocacy
1. Town Historian’s Quarterly meetings – I coordinated the following luncheon meetings held at various locations around
the county. This is an opportunity for me to interact with the town historians in person and a networking opportunity for the
historians. All meetings were well attended with an average of 14 out of the 17 towns represented at each meeting in
addition to office staff, volunteers, and guests. April 4– Brian’s USA Diner, Leicester; June 25– Springwater Town Hall and
tour of Springwater-Webster Crossing Hist. Soc. Museum; October 30– County Historian’s Office; December 17– Village
Tavern, Geneseo, and tour of Wadsworth Homestead.
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Friends of Livingston County History – I organized this group in 2011 with Anna Kowalchuk, Livingston County
Historical Society Museum Administrator, and Joan Schumaker, Past President of the Western New York Association of
Historical Agencies. The purpose is to establish a closer network with historical societies with museums and to provide
assistance and training with biannual meetings. Attendance at the meetings averaged 20 and included representatives from
all the museums in the county, as well as interested parties, volunteers, and guests.
 March 13th – The Spring meeting was held at the Nunda Historical Society. Speakers included: Tom Mizzoni,
OnCell Audio Tours NY Territory Manger, who described how mobile technology can enhance resident and visitor
experiences (see Special Projects.) Lisa Burns, County Tourism Director, distributed the 2013 Visitor’s Guide that
included a 2-page spread featuring the Livingston County Heritage Museum Trail, a collaborative initiative
between the County Historian’s Office, the Livingston County Historical Society, the Tourism Office (see Special
Projects.)
 August 21st – The Friends of Livingston County History hosted the 2nd Annual Basic Museum Summer Training
Workshop at the Emergency Management Services facility. The full day workshop featured “Design on a Dime”
ideas for museum exhibits and a Grant workshop. Approximately 30 individuals from Livingston County and outside of the county were in attendance.
 October 17h – The Fall meeting was held at the Caledonia Big Springs Museum. Anna Kowalchuk reviewed the
Livingston County Historical Society and Museum’s updated disaster plan and offered a template for the other
museums. I gave updates on the Livingston County Heritage Trail and Steve Nole and Laurie Copeland, Enrichment Specialists from the Genesee Valley Educational Partnership (BOCES), presented the group with information
on the Odyssey of the Mind 2014 event and how to become a “Visiting Expert” or a “Historical Destination” for
enrichment programs.
School programs and related activities
a. Genesee Valley Educational Partnership (former BOCES)
 In 2012, I contacted Olie Olson, Welding Instructor to see if his class was interested in helping to restore the dilapidated iron fence around Williamsburgh Cemetery, Groveland, the first white settlement
in western New York. I provided the students with a history of the site and the class enthusiastically
took on this project with the assistance of the Groveland Highway Dept. The project received coverage
in the Livingston County News in 2013 as the class refurbished several sections and installed the South
and West sides of the fencing. The result has transformed the site from ‘rundown’ to a historic site
worthy of its National Register designation. In December I visited the class to thank them for their
professional quality workmanship. Mr. Olson’s class will tackle the East section some time in 2014.
 Throughout the year I have communicated with Steve Nole, Enrichment Specialist at GVEP to develop
collaborative ways the County Historian’s Office and others in the area can work to share local history
within the schools (see Friends of Livingston County History and Government Appointed Historians of
Western New York.)
b. SUNY Buffalo: November/December – I was asked by James M. Tammaro, adjunct professor at SUNY Buffalo,
to assist 10 students on a final project for the "Advanced Archives Management" course to create a fictitious record
series for a finding aid based on Livingston County government.
Special Projects
a. Community Arts grant - The Livingston County Historian’s Office was awarded $1000 for the Local History
Out Loud DVD project with funds from the Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the NYS Council on
the Arts administered by Livingston Arts. The funds were designated for the production of a DVD featuring audio
recordings of local historians, county employees, and members of the community reading excerpts related to the
pioneer history of Livingston County. Vintage photographs, drawings, and maps will be dispersed throughout. In
2013, Deputy Historian Holly Watson, arranged for 24 people to record excerpts at Holt Studios in Leicester. The
DVD will be completed in 2014 and distributed to local schools, libraries, and senior centers in the area.
b. Civil War 150th Anniversary Event
 “Expressions of the Civil War in photographs and letters home” exhibit at the Livingston Arts Center.
I created 13 posters mounted on foam board (18” x 24”) using scanned images of photographs and
scans of original letters written of local soldiers. Holly Watson, Deputy Historian assisted in the
transcription of the letters and with biographical information that was added to the display. The
exhibit opened December 6, 2012 and ran through February 3, 2013. Chris Norton, Exec. Director
of Livingston Arts arranged for two guest lectures to coincide with the exhibit.
 Expressions of the Civil War was also exhibited at the Nunda Historical Society, July – Sept. 2013.
 I created an OnCell audio tour entitled: Civil War Monuments and Memorial Halls (see Livingston
County Heritage Trails.)
(continued next page)
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(County Historian’s 2013 Annual report continued.)
c. Geneseo/Groveland Vietnam Veteran’s Book project – For the last two years I have been working with Vietnam War veterans who attended Geneseo Central School to coordinate a book project entitled, Blue Devils in Vietnam. This book will chronicle the lives of local Vietnam veterans before, during, and after the war. By the end of
2013, there were 32 Vietnam veterans contributing to this project, along with family members of soldiers killed in
action. The book will be released July 2014. Several events coincided with this book project in 2013 including
feature articles in the Livingston County News - March 27th and Sept 5th; a a presentation on the Impact of the
Vietnam War on Livingston County for the Young at Heart group at the Geneseo Methodist Church on Sept. 8th;
and a public forum at Geneseo Central School on September 11th.
d. Livingston County Heritage Trails and OnCell Audio Tours – This is a collaborative initiative with Tourism
Director, Lisa Burns. The Museum Heritage Trail driving tour created in 2012, was featured in the Visitor’s Guide
in 2012 and 2013. This past year the Heritage Trails were expanded with two OnCell audio tours of the historic
sites around Livingston County and the Tourism office provided promotional rack cards.
 In mid-February the first audio tour was The Revolutionary War Heritage Trail following the route of
the Sullivan Campaign of 1779.
 A second audio tour, Civil War Monuments and Memorial Halls went live Oct.1st.
e. Livingston County Timeline permanent exhibit at the Government Center – I have been working on a series
of seven full-color, plaque-mounted panels (2’ x 4’ea) portraying the county’s history by historical era. Five of the
seven panels have been completed covering the history of the county through WWII.
5. Public Speaking
a. January 12 - Presented a new power point program entitled, Homegrown Inventions and Innovations for the Mt.
Morris Dam Winter Lecture Series.
b. January 27 - Presented power point program, The Impact of the Vietnam War on Livingston County for the Avon
Preservation and Historical Society.
c. March 19 – Presented a new power point program on Researching Family History in Livingston County for the
Genesee Area Genealogists, at the Richmond Memorial Library in Batavia.
d. April 13 – Presented a tribute in honor of former Groveland Historian Larry Turner, for the Town of Groveland’s
200th anniversary kick-off event, held at the Groveland Federated Church.
e. June 10– Presented a new power point program with Records Manager Kathy Montemarano entitled, Government
Archivists Working Together: Building Records Management Support, for the New York Association of Local
Government Records Officers, 2013 School in Corning.
f. June 13 – Participated in the Livingston County Tourism Familiarization Tour and gave a presentation at the Ambuscade Monument in Groveland.
g. August 10 – Presented the power point program on Researching Family History in Livingston County for the
Nunda Historical Society’s Homecoming event.
h. September 7 – Speaker at Groveland 200th anniversary event at Ambuscade Park.
i. September 24 – Presented a new power point program on Native American history, at the Garden of Life, Center
for Nursing and Rehabilitation.
j. November 3 – Presented a new power point program entitled, The Evolution of Public Education in New York
State, for the Livingston County Historical Society’s annual meeting.
k. December 10 – Presented a new power point program entitled, Christmas Traditions, for the Springwater – Webster Crossing Historical Society, at the Springwater Town Hall.
6. Out of the Archives newsletter
One edition (Fall 2013) was published and distributed to all county departments, supervisors and town historians. All past
issues are available to view online at the Historian’s web site.
7. Meetings, programs attended, other
a. Attended several Board of Supervisors meetings to greet veterans invited to lead the Pledge. Also created certificates of acknowledgement of their service.
b. January – March - Attended several history-related presentations at the Mt. Morris Dam during the Winter Lecture
Series.
c. January 25 - Attended the opening of, “Photography as witness: the Changed Landscape of the 21st century” at
Lockhart Gallery, Geneseo.
d. February 2, 23, Aug. 27, – Attended planning meetings for town of Groveland’s 200th anniversary held at Groveland Federated Church and Ambuscade Park, Groveland.
e. February 28 –Attended a “Coffee at the College” breakfast meeting with Genesee Community College President
Jim Sunser and other community leaders at the GCC satellite in Lima.
f. March 8 - Attended the opening reception of tourism photographs included in the Livingston County Visitor’s
Guide at the Livingston Arts New Deal Gallery.
g. May 4- Participated in the SHAPE 5k walk at Murray Hill sponsored by Livingston County.
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Meetings, programs attended, other (continued)
h. May 23 – Attended a press conference and celebratory luncheon at the 1941 Historical Aircraft Group in honor of
the organization obtaining the National Warplane Museum designation.
i. June 17 – Attended a meeting at the Portage Town Hall in regard to the disposition of the G.A.R. Memorial Hall.
j. June 25 – Attended the Board of Supervisor’s meeting and Employee Recognition ceremony.
k. June 27, Sept. 30, Oct. 9 – Attended mandatory County Dept. Head meetings and training.
l. July 11 – Attended planning discussion meeting for 2014 WNY Landmark Society Conference.
m. July 15 – Met with Judge Wesley with regard to adding local history to the NYS Court System website.
n. August 13 and Nov 14 – Met with Alan Mack, manager of Caledonia Fish Hatchery, to discuss National Park
Service need for add’l information to complete National Register application.
o. August 14 – Conducted research on Murray Hill history at the Buffalo Erie Co. Historical Soc.
p. August 24 – Attended a Civil War related event at the Hunt G.A.R. Memorial Hall in Portage.
q. September 11 – Attended dedication for 9/11/2001 coordinated by St. Agnes School, Avon.
r. October 11– Gave tour of the County Historian’s Research Center for Wadsworth Library staff.
s. October 22– Met with the owners of the former St. Michael’s Mission in Conesus to discuss possible National
Register designation.
t. October 25 – Attended unveiling of a historic marker placed in North Avon and coordinated by Avon Town Historian, Maureen Kingston.
u. November 7 - Attended the Liv. Co. Tourism Harvest Luncheon, Oak Valley Inn, Geneseo.
v. November 19 – Attended final Transportation Connectivity project meeting sponsored by the County Planning
Dept, held at the Emergency Management Services building.
w. December 6 – Attended the holiday event at Livingston County Historical Society, Geneseo.
x. December 7 – Attended a Civil War Flag dedication ceremony at Nunda Historical Society

III. Professional and Educational Development
1. Government Appointed Historians of Western New York - This regional organization was formed in 2009 to provide
assistance and support to officially appointed local government within Western New York. The organization maintains a
membership database, a website (GAHWNY.ORG) and sponsors two annual meetings with a variety of educational and
training programs.
 Founding member, appointed treasurer (2008-2010), Elected treasurer for 2-year term (2010-2012).
Elected Executive Chair September 2012 for 2-year term (2013-2014).
 Coordinated the Spring meeting in Batavia, Genesee County - April 20th
 Coordinated the Fall meeting East Aurora Town Hall – October 5th
 Executive Board Mtgs – East Aurora, June 18th, Livingston Co. Historian’s Office – Dec. 5th
2.
Rochester Regional Library Council (RRLC), Documentary Heritage Program (DHP)
 Regional Advisory committee member (since 2004)
 Attended a workshop on Archival Exhibitions, held at RRLC, Fairport - March 26.
 Gave tour of County Historian’s Office for RRLC librarians as a preliminary requirement to participate in the
New York Heritage Project – June 4.
 Served on planning committee for the regional NYS Archives program at the Brighton Town Hall - October 23.
3. Livingston County Historical Society, Geneseo
Served on the nominating committee and provided consultation throughout the year
4.
New York State Archives Workshops attended
 Legal Aspects of Records Management, held at the Government Center, April 29
 Organization of Historical Records, Batavia, June 27
5. New York State Conferences attended

Conference on New York State History, Cooperstown – June 6-8.

New York Association of Local Government Records Officers - Corning, June 10
2014 PROGRAM SUMMARY:
1. Completion of historical timeline exhibit
2. 150th Civil War anniversary 4th annual event
3. Release of “Local History Out Loud” DVD
4. Blue Devils in Vietnam book launch
Submitted by Amie Alden, Livingston County Historian
March 4, 2014

BLUE DEVILS IN VIETNAM
Written by local vets - on sale now!


To order a copy please contact the

Livingston County Historian’s Office
(address and contact information below)

Cost $30 ($35.60/mail)
Make checks payable to: Livingston County Historian
******************************
Also available at Sundance Books
106 Main St., Geneseo, NY
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AMIE ALDEN
County Historian
*****************************
Holly Watson, Deputy Historian
Mary Beth Bimber, Clerk
5 Murray Hill Drive, Mt. Morris, NY 14510
(585) 243-7955 fax: (585) 243-7956
email: Historian@co.livingston.ny.us
www.livingstoncounty.us
Office hours: Monday-Friday, 1:00 - -4:30 pm

